Female adolescent contraceptive decision making and risk taking.
In a modified replication of an earlier study, cognitive capacity, cognitive egocentrism, experience (sexual/contraceptive behaviors and attitudes), and demographic factors were assessed as predictors of decision making in a contraceptive use paradigm. Additionally, these factors were assessed as predictors of risk-taking behavior--"sensible" use of contraceptives. Sixty sexually active, unmarried females, ages 14-18, served as subjects. Cognitive capacity and cognitive egocentrism variables as well as age, grade, and ethnic status significantly predicted six of the seven decision-making variables. One cognitive capacity variable and one sexual/contraceptive behavior variable significantly predicted "sensible" use of contraceptives. These results are compared to the earlier study and discussed within the context of relevant literature.